
When any budding law school graduate embarks on his career, little is inherently 
known about the importance of expert witness selection. The dominant trend in law 
schools is to not commit academic resources to educating future trial lawyers about 

associates or mentoring partners. Almost everyone else learns the craft of expert 
witness selection by direct experience.

climate. A good expert can help build your case, but a great expert witness can also 

best team of expert witnesses to help educate the jury and then convince the jury 
of its position, all the time knowing that each individual expert will engage opposing 

testimony is cumulative, excluding such testimony is harmful because a medical 
malpractice case is always necessarily a battle of expert witnesses.

Types of Experts
The type of expert witness to call is limited only by the imagination of the lawyer. The following list of categories is but a 
small fraction of the hundreds of different types of useful experts: 

extensive research has been written in the area of expert witness testimony, but little has been written about the 
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Practitioner — One Who Practices an Occupation, Profession, or Technique

surgeons, dentists, scientists, counselors, and hundreds of other jobs. Expert witnesses who possess practitioner 
experience have an advantage in testifying before a jury because they routinely perform the very procedure or practice that 

to cross examination, even if the expert has an impressive curriculum vitae. An expert witness with practitioner experience, 

restating opinions he has only read about. Quite simply, there is no substitute for doing. 

Published — One Who Has Been Published in Periodicals or Books

articles, chapters in texts, or books will have a strong working knowledge of all published opinions and counter opinions on 

kind of witness has authority and veracity. 

Professor — a Teacher or Instructor

of liability, causation, and damages to the jury. Further, such a witness will be able to explain these issues and opinions in 

Presentation — a Lecture or Speech Set Forth for an Audience

look and sound like in hope of having a messenger to which the jury can easily relate. Credibility and personal likeability are 

witness. As we know, a picture is worth a thousand words. 

Additional Support Indicating Need of Expertise

(5) A person may not give expert testimony concerning the prevailing professional standard unless that person is a 
licensed health care provider and meets the following criteria:

witness must:
1.
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treatment of the medical condition that is the subject of the claim and have prior experience treating 

Have devoted professional time during the 3 years immediately preceding the date of the occurrence that 
is the basis for the action to:

a. The active clinical practice of, or consulting with respect to, the same or similar specialty that 
includes the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of the medical condition that is the claim and 

credited residency or clinical research program in the same or similar specialty. 

Conclusion

experts should motivate every trial lawyer to take an active role in locating, interviewing, and hiring expert witnesses for any 
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